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WPTC CROP UPDATE AS OF 28 AUGUST 2026 
 
 
AMITOM COUNTRIES (FROM A CONFERENCE CALL ON 26 AUGUST) 
 
BULGARIA 
No major new developments; the unusual August conditions with heatwaves and strong winds 
continue to be abnormal for Bulgaria. Issues include low colour, low yields (approximately 10% 
below normal). Another heatwave is expected in the coming days. 
 
EGYPT 
Assessments conducted over the past 15–20 days with agricultural associations and growing 
communities revealed that supplied quantities are not matching expectations. Approximately 
5–7% less acreage has been planted for the summer crop, as some growers shifted to other 
crops due to increased costs of fertilization, pest control, and energy. Brix average is 
approximately 4.9. 
Ongoing assessments of quantities and planted areas are continuing; updated figures are 
expected by the first 10 days of September. 
 
FRANCE 
At the end of week 34 (23 August), 80,000 tonnes had been processed, 55% of the expected 
total which is reduced to 145,000 to 150,000 tonnes due to the successive heatwaves affecting 
the mid to late season tomatoes: blossom end-rot, sunburnt and floral abortion are reducing 
yields, especially in the southern fields of the south-east region (Camargue area) than in the 
Drôme region. Average brix is 5.06 and defect rates of 8%. Temperatures are now down, with 
no more heatwaves expected, and the recent rains which have not affected the harvest. 
 
GREECE 
Temperatures are relatively high (35–37°C) but not classified as heat waves; conditions are 
uncomfortable for people but not damaging for tomatoes.  
In the south, 80% of the surfaces have now been harvested and the season should end by 10 
September.  
In the centre, 70% of surfaces  harvested and the end expected around 15 or 20 September.  
Yields average 90 to 95 t/ha and fruit quality is good with brix around 5, a bit lower than in 
2025. 
The forecast remains unchanged. 
  
HUNGARY 
The processing season started on 17 August. As mentioned in our previous updates, the 
unusually cool nights during certain periods slowed down the ripening process, and fruit 
maturity developed somewhat more slowly than initially expected. Since 23 August, however, 
the pace of processing has increased, and harvesting is progressing steadily.  
At present, approximately 25% of the expected crop has been harvested and delivered for 
processing. 
The overall situation remains positive, with the season now moving forward at a faster pace. 
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IRAN 
Harvesting of the new tomato crop has now started in northern and western regions of Iran, 
and tomato processing factories are currently operating and processing the new crop. 
At this stage, it remains difficult to provide an accurate estimate of the final crop volume, as 
harvesting is still in its early stages and yields are being affected by weather conditions. For the 
time being, we maintain our previous forecast of approximately 1.7 million metric tonnes of 
processing tomatoes for the 2026 crop. 
 
Weather conditions continue to be an important factor affecting the progress of harvesting. 
High temperatures and recent heat waves have created additional pressure on the crop and 
are influencing both harvesting schedules and tomato quality in some areas. 
There are also reports of sunburn damage on tomatoes in western Iran, although the overall 
impact on production and final yields is still difficult to quantify. Further information will become 
available as harvesting progresses and more fields are assessed. 
 
Processing factories across the main production areas are now active, with factories 
processing significant volumes of fresh tomatoes. 
An important development this season is that factories are processing more tomatoes than in 
previous years. This appears to be partly related to the current economic situation in Iran and 
reduced consumer purchasing power. With weaker domestic purchasing power and 
challenging economic conditions, a larger proportion of the tomato crop is being directed 
toward industrial processing rather than the fresh market. 
This increased processing activity could provide additional availability of tomato paste and 
other processed tomato products during the season. 
 
ITALY 
In the North, the last OI Pomodoro release state that as of the end of week 33 (16 August), 1.76 
million tonnes had been processed with an average brix of 4.9 (below the 2025 average), a 
defect rate of 4.8%; and a 95% payment index. Week 33 saw the highest weekly input for the 
last five years, and thus marked the peak of the production while volume started slowing down 
during week 34 which also saw a reduced brix of 4.83. 
 
It rained between 20 and 50 mm across tomato-growing areas (Piacenza to Ferrara) over the 
last weekend, causing a temporary harvest stoppage; harvesting restarted on Monday. 
 
POs report a very early crop and early harvest, even for late-transplanted fields so the 
campaign is expected to finish by mid-September at the latest, with a reduced flow of 
tomatoes from end of August onwards. The forecast remains 3.25 million tonnes. 
 
In the Centre and South, the campaign is wrapping up in Caserta (Campania) while it is in full 
swing in Puglia. Quality is good, but Brix levels are lower than usual. 
Agricultural yields remain normal for now, but there are significant concerns regarding the late 
harvest due to the July heat wave. It is still too early to quantify the impact of the heat wave 
on the late crop. 
 
The season in the south will be longer due to delayed transplanting caused by heavy rains in 
Puglia in April. There is an uneven ripening issue — the first line of tomatoes is ripening while the 
last line is still arriving, creating a harvesting dilemma similar to last year in some areas. The 
yield harvested will be less than the yield in the field, but given current market conditions, this 
is not expected to be a major problem. No heavy rain is forecasted in the short term, but some 
websites are predicting a very difficult September (though long-term forecasts are not fully 
reliable). 
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The forecast remains 3.1 million tonnes for the Centre and South, so the total for Italy remains 
6.35 million tonnes. 
 
PORTUGAL 
Portugal is experiencing very unusual August weather with heavy rain and thunderstorms since 
Sunday; some areas received 8–12 mm of rain. Some factories stopped operations on Monday 
as growers could not access fields; some factories attempted to continue working very slowly. 
Heavy storms again on the current day (morning/evening) have made field work impossible; 
harvesting is not possible today. Tomorrow, some showers are still expected but after Friday, 
conditions are expected to normalize, with harvesting resuming on Friday or Saturday. Fields 
that were ready for harvest need to be processed quickly once the sun returns. 
 
Late September fields still need to be evaluated; there were already question marks about 
yields from those late fields. 
 
Brix levels are the lowest seen in 25 years - below 5 on average (usual average is 5.2), attributed 
to the mild spring and weather conditions. Colour quality remains very good, which is typical 
for Portugal. 
 
As of Monday, approximately 40% of processing had been completed. 
Overall, the season is not expected to exceed the estimated volume and may be slightly 
lower, though it is too early to confirm. 
 
SERBIA 
Harvesting is progressing without problems and 40% of the surface has been harvested to date. 
On the remaining 60%, we expect much better colour of tomatoes 2,1 – 2,2 vs 1,9 – 2 and yield 
more than 95 t/ha vs 80 t/ha now.  
In the future, we will focus on more heat resistant varieties. 
 
SPAIN 
In Andalusia two factories have already closed, and the rest will still work at least some days 
of September. Yields are generally 5 to 15% lower than expected. 
In Extremadura, 55 to 60% of the volume has been delivered already.  Medium and late 
tomatoes have been affected by heat waves and mite attacks, resulting in lower yields. Light 
rains occurred last Monday with no significant impact so far. 
 
It is still difficult to give an accurate forecast, but the revised maximum forecast is 2.6 million 
tonnes, and it may be lower. 
 
Some rain is forecasted for today and tomorrow in Extremadura, but it is not expected to be 
to be heavy. 
 
TUNISIA 
As of 23 August, 807,000 tonnes have been processed. At present only 5 factories are still open 
with a daily input of 3,400 tonnes of fresh tomatoes.  
 
TURKIYE 
The harvest in the south, where lower surfaces than usual were planted this year, is now 
finished, while the other regions (Balıkesir, Bursa, Manisa) are all at peak harvest simultaneously, 
which is unusual as they are typically staggered. All factories are processing from their own 
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local supply; no inter-regional tomato transport is occurring.  Another ten days of peak are 
expected.  
 
Turkiye has not experienced the same extreme high temperatures as other regions, so the 
impact on the late crop is still unknown. Clear skies are forecasted for the near future.  Brix is 
between 4.8 and 5 depending on the area/factory, which is considered average to slightly 
high for Turkey. 
 
The forecast is  reduced to 2.2 million tonnes due to forecast lower yields in the later crop and 
partially due to tomatoes being left in the field due to oversupply during the peak of the crop.  
 
UKRAINE 
Everything is ok. The forecast remains the same. Early tomatoes are good from any side. 
 
 
OTHER NORTHERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES 
 
CALIFORNIA 
According to the USDA report released today (see attached), contracted production for 
California processing tomatoes is forecast at 10.0 million tons (9,072 million metric tonnes), 
averaging 54.9 tons per acre. The current production forecast is 10 percent below last year’s 
contracted production of 11.1 million tons (9.97 million metric tonnes), and 1 percent above 
the May forecast. The projected harvested acreage of tomatoes grown under contract is 
182,000 acres (73,500 hectares), down 4 percent from 2025. 
Variable weather patterns throughout the spring and summer affected the uniformity of crop 
development. This marks the third consecutive year of declining contracted acreage as the 
industry works to balance inventory levels with market demand. 
The processing tomato harvest began in the last week of June, nearly a week earlier than 
usual, and is expected to conclude before the end of October. Yields are reported to be 
above average, though they are not expected to reach the record highs achieved in 2025. 
The Processing Tomato Advisory Board published shipments through August 22, 2026, showing 
a 9 percent decrease compared to this time last year. 

 
CANADA 
Harvest began on August 14, with most processors starting during the week of August 17. 
To date, the crop looks good, with good colour and solids. While some fields experienced 
slightly delayed maturity due to the cooler weather over the past couple of weeks, harvest is 
progressing well overall. 
At this point, it is anticipated that contracted volumes will be achieved, with the potential to 
finish slightly above contract. 
 
JAPAN 
No changes to report. 
 
NIGERIA 
Harvesting commenced in the first week of February 2026, with fields harvested in batches 
according to maturity, reaching peak harvest in the third week. The harvest season spanned 
approximately five weeks. 
Weather conditions remained relatively consistent throughout the harvest period, with 
average morning temperatures of approximately 28°C and midday temperatures of 37°C. 
Relative humidity ranged between 25% and 41% during both periods. 
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During the reporting period, the factory received and processed approximately 1,642.75 
metric tonnes of fresh tomatoes from the farming team, producing 267.7 metric tonnes of 
tomato concentrate at 27°Brix. The raw material recorded an average starting Brix of 4.4, with 
a favorable color value of 1.8. 
Approximately 29.25 hectares were planted with high-quality hybrid tomato varieties, 
producing 1,813.65 metric tonnes at an average yield of 60.5 t/ha. This represents a 51% 
increase over the projected yield target. 
A reliable water source from a nearby dam provided consistent irrigation throughout the 
production cycle, supporting crop development through full maturity and harvest. 
 
 



 Date of last update: 28/08/2026

 AVERAGE VARIATION
  2023-2025  2026 vs 2025

Bulgaria 60                     Mem. 40                   Mem. 20                   Mem. 46                          -50,0%

Egypt 624                   Mem. 780                 Mem. 800                 Mem. 668                        2,6%

France 168                   Mem. 186                 Mem. 150                 Mem. 171                        -19,4%

Greece 510                   Mem. 515                 Mem. 440                 Mem. 472                        -14,6%

Hungary** 120                   Mem. 97                   Mem. 70                   Mem. 109                        -27,8%

Iran** 1 400               Mem. 1 800             Mem. 1 700             Mem. 1 733                     -5,6%

Israel 184                   Mem. 191                 Mem. 190                 Mem. 191                        -0,5%

Italy 5 272               Mem. 5 840             Mem. 6 350             Mem. 5 505                     8,7%

Malta** 7                      Mem. 7                     Est. 7                     Est. 7                            0,0%

Portugal*** 1 500               Mem. 1 305             Mem. 1 300             Est. 1 435                     -0,4%

Serbia** 13                    Misc. 42                   Misc. 54                   Mem. 25                          28,6%

Spain*** 3 080               Mem. 2 410             Mem. 2 600             Mem. 2 697                     7,9%

Syria** 40                     Est. 40                   Est. 40                   Est. 40                          0,0%

Tunisia 1 000               Mem. 947                 Mem. 840                 Mem. 924                        -11,3%

Turkey 2 700               Mem. 2 200             Mem. 2 200             Mem. 2 533                     0,0%

Ukraine** 550                   Mem. 470                 Mem. 550                 Mem. 507                        17,0%

Subtotal AMITOM 17 228            16 870           17 311           17 063     2,6%
of which members in EU 10 717                 10 400                10 937                10 441          5,2%

 

Brazil 1 650              Mem. 1 437             Mem. 1 350             Mem. 1 553                     -6,1%

Canada 493                  Mem. 608                 Mem. 518                 Mem. 540                        -14,8%

California 9 999              Mem. 10 537           Mem. 9 072             Mem. 10 697                   -13,9%

China 10 450            Mem. 4 900             Mem. 5 850             Mem. 7 783                     19,4%

Japan 26                    Mem. 22                   Mem. 24                   Mem. 25                          9,1%

Nigeria 1                      Misc. 1                     Misc. 1                     Mem. 1                            0,0%

Subtotal Other Members 22 619            17 505           16 815           20 599     -3,9%
  

Algeria* 1 300              Misc. 1 300             Est. 1 300             Est. 1 317                     0,0%

Czech Republic 25                    Est. 25                   Est. 25                   Est. 25                          0,0%

Morocco* 100                  Est. 100                 Est. 100                 Est. 100                        0,0%

Poland 400                  Misc. 400                 Est. 400                 Est. 350                        0,0%

Russia* 670                  Misc. 650                 Est. 650                 Est. 660                        0,0%

Slovakia 20                    Est. 20                   Est. 20                   Est. 20                          0,0%

USA excluding California 475                   Misc 475                 Est. 455                 Est. 475                        -4,2%

Subtotal Non Members 2 990              2 970             2 950             2 947       -0,7%
  

Total Northen Hemisphere 42 837            37 345           37 076           40 609     -0,7%
  

Argentina 630                   Mem. 621                  Mem. 431                  Mem. 612                        -30,6%

Australia 211                   Mem. 211                  Mem. 161                  Mem. 177                        -23,7%

Chile 1 300               Mem. 1 340              Mem. 1 300              Mem. 1 263                     -3,0%

Peru 150                   Mem. 160                  Mem. 150                  Mem. 153                        -6,3%

South Africa 140                   Mem. 160                  Mem. 120                  Mem. 153                        -25,0%

Subtotal members 2 431              2 492             2 162             2 360       -13,2%
  

Dominican Republic 227                   Est. 227                  Est. 227                  Est. 227                        0,0%

India 162                   Est. 162                  Est. 162                  Est. 162                        0,0%

Mexico 40                     Est. 40                    Est. 40                    Est. 40                          0,0%

New Zealand 39                    Misc. 37                   Misc. 15                   Misc. 34                          -59,5%

Senegal 73                     Est. 73                    Est. 80                   Misc. 73                          9,6%

Thailand 40                     Est. 40                    Est. 40                    Est. 40                          0,0%

Venezuela 14                    Misc. 14                    Est. 14                    Est. 17                          0,0%

Subtotal non members 595                  593                 578                 593           -2,5%
  

Total Southen Hemisphere 3 026              3 085             2 740             2 953       -11,2%
  

45 863       40 430      39 816      43 561     -1,5%
42 278            36 867           36 288           40 022     -1,6%

92% 91% 91% 92%  

For more information, contact Sophie Colvine, WPTC General Secretary at colvine@tomate.org  - www.wptc.to

 World production estimate of tomatoes for processing    

2025
FINAL Forecast

Sources:
Mem.= WPTC members, Off.=  Official data, Misc.= Other sources (industry contacts, press, …), Est.= WPTC estimate, in the absence of reliable data
Notes:
Hemispheres are not defined in the strict geographic sense but as Northern Hemisphere: crop period mainly July to December & Southern Hemisphere: crop period mainly January 
to June 
* Previousely an AMITOM member ** AMITOM associate members  *** Tomatoes produced in Portugal but processed in Spain are reported in Spain
DISCLAIMER:
WPTC does not guarantee or assume any liability for the accuracy of the contents of this report and shall not be responsible for any 
losses sustained as a result of relying on the contained information.

GENERAL TOTAL
of which members of the WPTC

WPTC as percentage of total production
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