
 

 
WPTC crop update as of 30 September 2011 

 
AMITOM countries (from a conference call held on Wednesday 28 September) 
 
EU: 
Spain 
The harvest is nearly finished in Extremadura with only one factory still processing. Harvest 
is continuing in the North with good weather conditions. A recent survey of processors 
showed that total production should reach 2 million tonnes, more than was initially estimated. 
 
France 
Processing is continuing both in the south-east and the south-west and should end towards 
the end of next week in both regions, which is approximately as per initial schedule. 
As of Monday 26 September, 175 000 net tonnes had been processed (6% average penalty) 
with a weekly input of about 20 000 tonnes. Final production should reach 195 000 net 
tonnes, close to initial forecast.  
Average brix is 0.1 to 0.15% lower than last year (average in 2010 was 4.7-4.75). Fruit 
quality is still good, thanks to the continued heat and dry weather throughout September 
(temperatures are still around 29°C) and the forecast is good until the end of the harvest. 
Quality has generally been good throughout the season with no significant diseases, no over-
ripening, the only issue was really the high level of greens at some stages during the season.  
 
Italy 
North 
As of 18 September the total volume delivered was 2.4 million tonnes with an average brix of 
4.94. Only 2 cooperatives and one private company are still operating and it is expected that 
the final volume will be c. 2.5 million tonnes when they close at the end of this week. The hot 
weather in September, with only a few rainstorms, enabled to recover at least 3% of the 
volume for late harvesting, which means that final production will be higher than the last 
estimate. Average yield throughout the season is 70 t/ha net paid (4.3% penalty). Breakdown 
of the production by type of products will be available after the end of the season only. 
 
South 
The weather has been unusually good in September with little rain and good temperatures 
and the quality of the tomatoes very good. While some factories have already closed, others 
are trying to process more wholepeel as stocks are not high and the market has started to 
recover. The total volume is now expected to reach 2.1 million tonnes in the south. 
 
Altogether the forecast for Italy is therefore raised to 4.6 million tonnes. 
 
Greece 
There is no significant change. The weather has generally been good in September expect 
for a 2-3 days of heavy rain mid-September. Only 2 or 3 factories will still be processing for 
the next ten days or so and the total volume should be close to 330 000 tonnes. Average brix 
is 3.4% higher than last year and average field yield 75 t/ha. 
 
Portugal  
The weather during the last weeks has been very dry and warm so that it appears that 
contrary to expectations following the heavy rain at the end of August, all the tomatoes 
available will get harvested. Factories will start to close this next week end and the crop 



should be finished in early October. The final number is likely to be a little short of 1.1 million 
tonnes. 
 
Non-EU: 
Ukraine 
The weather in September has been favorable for tomatoes. By now 87.5% of the crop has 
been processed (350 000 tonnes). So the forecast remains the same – 400 000 tonnes. Most 
processors are working at full capacity now, but some small factories finished their season 
last weekend. The quality of tomatoes is good. The Brix in September slightly lower than in 
August. Average Brix this year should be 4.8. 
 
Turkey  
After a late start and slow progress, the growing area was hit by extreme storms on Thursday 
22nd September.  While some areas were only affected slightly, the major Kemalpasha area 
suffered up to 191 Kg per m², or 7" of rain in 24 hours, leading to flooded fields, indeed 
flooded factories. Despite the damage, and if there are no further instances of bad weather, 
the final number should reach and may indeed pass the forecast 1.8 million tonnes. The 
reason for this is that some processors have taken the opportunity to buy tomatoes not 
planted for the industry both before the main crop started and latterly since the daily 
tonnages have been low. At no time has there been a peak with every factory working to 
capacity. As previously mentioned, factory yields have been low, and a figure of 1.8 million 
tonnes would be equivalent to 1.65 million tonnes with normal yields, or 1.9 million tonnes 
would be equivalent to about 1.75 million tonnes. 
 
Tunisia 
Very small volumes are still being processed. Final production should be between 850 000 
and 860 000 tonnes. Very low brix have been recorded this year with an average of around 
4.5.  
  
The total forecast for the AMITOM countries (11 member countries + 5 Associate 
members) now stands at 14.27 million tonnes, of which 8.25 million tonnes for the 5 
EU countries. 
 
 
Other WPTC countries 
 
California 
As of 24 September 8.47 million metric tonnes (9.34 million short tons) had been processed, 
which is 76% of the target. Production was expected to start dropping to be just short of 1 
million short tons during the week ending 1 October. Weather conditions have been good 
during the last few weeks with no rains and temperatures remaining significantly higher than 
normal, which is accelerating maturation of the late crop and causing some issue with 
scheduling the harvesting. Fruit quality and yields remain very good in the south but there 
are some quality issues and lower yields in the north.  
Final production will depend on the weather throughout October and on the ability of 
tomatoes to withstand storage in the fields. The temperatures should drop from this weekend 
and rain is forecast for early next week in the northern part of the state. 
Most observers now expect that the crop should be around or under 12 million short tons 
(10.9 million metric tons).  
 
See http://www.clfp.com/2011-weekly-tomato-stats for the latest weekly report.  
 
China 
Widespread snowfalls in early April this year delayed the crop sowing by 10-15 days. During 
the early period of growing season, the climate and precipitation of growing areas were 
generally normal and the crop conditions quite favorable. But the hot weather from late June 
to August have caused large volume of fruits ripening early and in a concentrated period. 
Crop losses did happen due to limited capacities of plants. From Aug.27-29, most Chinese 



regions were hit by heavy rains, which caused huge crop losses and the loss rate in North 
Xinjiang even reaches about 20%.  
 
Although Ningxia and Gansu growing regions also experienced continuous rainfalls, impacts 
on Chinese total volume are actually quite limited, given the small size of local crop volume.  
 
In early 2011, a Chinese processor had planned to build three new plants and signed 
contracts with farmers based on its potential capacity. But as processing season approached, 
the cash-strapped processor could not commence operations at two of its plants and started 
processing at one plant until late August. As a result, contracts with local farmers were not 
fulfilled and the crop loss is estimated to be about 250,000 t.  
 
In 2011 the total crop surface planted in China is about 94,899 ha. Due to foregoing reasons, 
as of September 29, the total Chinese processing volume is 6.65 million MT. And the 
Chinese processing season is approaching to the end, except 4 COFCO plants and one 
plant at Jimsar still in operation, which are estimated to produce 0.02 million MT. So we 
calculate that the total processing volume in 2011 is about 6.67m MT.   
 
Australia 
Final data from APTRC showed that 87,295 tonnes of tomatoes were delivered for 
processing during the 2010/11 season. This was a decrease of 67% on last year’s intake. 
The average field yield was approximately 39.2 tonne/ha from harvested area. This was the 
lowest average yield on record for the Australian industry and was the result of the heavy 
rain experienced across the region during spring and summer. Both crop health and fruit set 
were severely affected by these weather events. The average tomato soluble solids level 
was 5.5%. 22 specialist processing tomato growers supplied the tonnes processed during 
the 2010/11 harvest. An area totaling around 2,850 hectares was planted although only 
2,074 ha were actually harvested. This was due to the heavy rain which caused significant 
flooding across the region during December and January. 88% of the area was drip irrigated 
and 79% sown with transplants. 
 
At this stage approximately 245,000 tonnes are forecast for the 2011/12 season, with 15 
growers supplying the processing companies in the region. 
      
Other countries 
 
Poland 
Weather conditions have remained favorable so far and the forecast of 210 000 tonnes is 
maintained. Harvest will end by mid-October. Field yields are10 to 20% higher than last year 
and brix 10 to 15% higher too. The price paid for tomatoes is 335 zlotys per metric tonne field 
gate (78 €/t). Delivered price averages 84 €/t.  
 
Hungary 
The harvest is practically finished and there was no weather problem during the season. 
The quality of the tomatoes was very good with high brix. The final results are not available 
yet but should around 56 000 tonnes. 


